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PRESS INFORMATION 

Salzburg’s Cultural Autumn: 
New Museums, Festivals and Timeless Traditions
As the chestnut leaves turn golden and the Mirabell Gardens burst into the colours of autumn, Salzburg’s events calendar becomes just as vibrant. Shortly after the start of the school year, traditional costume is brought out for the annual St. Rupert’s fair, while leisurely walks through the palace gardens and across the city’s hills are complemented by visits to exhibitions and festivals. With the great-value Salzburg Card, the experience becomes even more rewarding: you simply can’t get more Salzburg!

Beer, Traditional Costume and Heritage: Salzburg’s Most Popular Folk Festival Since 1977
St Rupert’s fair (Rupertikirtag), held in the heart of Salzburg’s Old Town, has been a local institution for decades. Generations of families have enjoyed the historic rides around Salzburg Cathedral, while the famous “Hanswurst” character is as much a part of St. Rupert’s fair as the chain carousel, the traditional tapping of the first keg in the festival tent and candyfloss. The legendary St. Rupert’s fair, celebrated in its current form for the 49th time this year, has its roots in the traditional cathedral consecration celebrations held in honour of St Rupert, patron saint of the province of Salzburg. This year’s St. Rupert’s fair takes place from 23 to 27 September 2026. www.salzburg-altstadt.at
The Sound of Music and UNESCO World Heritage: Salzburg’s Rich Museum Landscape
“Sound of Music Salzburg”: Major Museum Opening on 20 September 2026
When the musical film The Sound of Music premiered in New York in 1965, no one could have predicted that the fascination with this enchanting Salzburg family story would endure for decades. Today, around 350,000 visitors from overseas come to Salzburg every year to follow in the footsteps of the real von Trapp family and visit the film’s original locations.
More than 60 years after the film’s cinema release, Salzburg now has “Sound of Music Salzburg”, a museum dedicated to the phenomenon of The Sound of Music in all its many facets. In one of Salzburg’s most beautiful settings – the gardens of Hellbrunn Palace – former princely utility buildings become the stage for the story of the film phenomenon, the real-life von Trapp family and its contemporary theatrical interpretation. The famous pavilion, once a location in the Hollywood film and today a pilgrimage site for fans from around the world, is located in the immediate vicinity of the new museum. Salzburg Museum 
The exhibition “Edelweiss Forever” can be seen at Hellbrunn’s Month-Schlössl until 1 November 2026. It explores how Salzburg’s landscape, music and traditional costume have been – and continue to be – used as ambassadors for the region’s tourism industry.
Orangerie – Salzburg Panorama | World Heritage: New Museum Since June 2026         To mark the 30th anniversary of Salzburg’s UNESCO World Heritage designation, the new museum “Orangerie – Salzburg Panorama | World Heritage” opened in June 2026 in the historic premises at Mirabell Gardens. The exhibition centres on the famous Salzburg Panorama, an enormous 360-degree panoramic painting by Johann Michael Sattler (1786–1847). Short films, media installations and temporary exhibitions explore Salzburg’s history and present-day status as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Salzburg Museum


Autumn Is Festival Season
Jazz & More: The “Take the A-Train Festival” Around the Main Railway Station
The Take the A-Train Festival returns to Salzburg’s railway station district for the 12th time from 10 to 13 September 2026. The festival describes itself as a “discovery festival without genre restrictions”, combining established international and Austrian artists with exciting emerging acts. The line-up promises plenty of highlights, including London-based jazz and hip-hop musician Alfa Mist, Sydney ambient-jazz trio The Necks and Austrian jazz musician Helen Glüxam. In addition to the main stage at Salzburg Central Station, performances will take place at a number of other venues, including Andrä Church, Salon Hohenstauffen and Mirabellplatz. Take the A-Train Festival
“Puppets! – the Festival” Brings Four European Companies to Salzburg
Following its debut in 2024, the second edition of “Puppets! – the Festival”, initiated by the Salzburg Marionette Theatre, will take place from 23 to 25 October 2026. Guest companies include Figurentheater Tübingen from Germany, French puppeteer Renaud Herbin, Klaipėda Puppet Theatre from Lithuania and Upfront Puppet Theatre from the UK. Performances will be staged at various venues across the city. The Salzburg Marionette Theatre will present a highlight of its own with Carnival of the Animals. An Animal Trilogy, accompanied by live music. The theatre’s distinctive art of string marionette performance – recognised as intangible UNESCO cultural heritage for the past ten years – is regarded as the supreme discipline of puppetry. Salzburg Marionette Theatre
Good to Know – More Highlights of Salzburg’s Cultural Autumn 2026
1. ORF Long Night of Museums, 3 October 2026, 6 pm to midnight
Museums and exhibitions across Salzburg open their doors to night owls until midnight.
2. Jazz&TheCitysounds, 15 to 18 October 2026
For more than 25 years, this festival of jazz, global groove and electronic music has stood for contemporary musical diversity and improvisation with an international flair. This year’s theme, “True Moments”, promises an exceptional musical experience throughout the city, with fresh impulses from world music and crossover as well as exciting collaborations between Austrian and international artists. Admission is free. Salzburg Old Town Association
3. Salzburg Card: You Can’t Get More Salzburg!
From DomQuartier and the Museum der Moderne to Mozart’s Residence, the convenient Salzburg Card provides free admission to all participating sights and museums, free use of public transport and numerous additional discounts.
It is available online for 24, 48 or 72 hours. Salzburg Card

NEW in Salzburg
S-bike: Modern Bike Sharing for Visitors and Locals
Salzburg can now be explored even more easily on two wheels, thanks to a modern e-bike sharing system available at numerous stations throughout the city.
The new S-bikes can be rented conveniently via the wegfinder app and returned to any designated S-bike station. They are ideal for spontaneous journeys and flexible exploration of the city.


Further information: 
Tourismus Salzburg, Auerspergstraße 6, 5020 Salzburg, Austria
Tel.: +43/662/889 87 - 0, Fax: +43/662/889 87 - 32, www.salzburg.info, #visitsalzburg
Press contact :
Yvonne Rosenstatter, Tel.: +43/662/889 87 – 304, presse@salzburg.info
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